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What is the American Planning Student Association (APSA)?

■ A CPP student organization for Urban and Regional Planning (URP)
■ Affiliated with American Planning Association (APA)
■ Holds events like: URP Banquet, URPs-GIVING™, Place-IT workshop, 

Florence-Firestone visit, Resume workshops, Professional Workshops
■ And most importantly, the APA conferences



What is…
the American Planning Association (APA)?
■ THE professional organization for urban 

planners
the National Planning Conference (NPC)?
■ THE yearly national conference for 

planners
■ Includes: working professionals, 

policymakers, academics, advocates, 
elected officials etc.

Urban and Regional Planning (URP)?
■ The interdisciplinary art/science of 

designing cities/regions by balancing 
land use, infrastructure, and community 
needs

■ A department within the College of 
Environmental Design



A Taste: APA CA Conference in Riverside

amazing turnout: > 50 attendees from CPP!

why?

■ saturday was free (thanks to APA!)
■ event was accessible! easy/cheap to get to
■ APSA promoted it a lot

“when we remove barriers, we find enthusiasm”



APA National
Planning Conference 
■ APSA has been attending this 

event for years

■ national vs state: more 
focused on big ideas, 
nationwide trends, and areas 
that have different politics & 
law than CA

■ CA conference shows there’s 
a lot of interest and demand! 

■ we can bring diversity to a 
industry that needs more



Budget

● Allocation: SUBSTANTIALLY lower than FY23

● Carryover from FY23 due to some private 
donations

● Meetings, banquet, and operations uses up 
our entire budget, none left for the conference

● We are hoping to repeat our FY23 Conference 
trip: same # of people, same budget.  

● Total of $10,000 for Conference, seeking other 
sources (eg URP Department, private donors)



Per person

🛫 $300 per flight x 14 students = $4,200

🎟 $150 per entrance x 14 students = $2,100

🏠 $235 per bed  = $3,284

👕 $20.75 per shirt x 20 shirts = $415

    $10,000



Quotes & Receipts

t-shirt quote

flight quote rental house receipt

receipt for NPC 
2024 entrance



Scenario B-3

 department + full 
ASI grant OR $6k 
donation → pay 
entrance, airfare 
and housing for 

14 students

Scenario A-2 

$4000 grant from 
department → 

pay entrance and 
housing for 10 

students.

Scenario analysis
■ implementation detail:

■ we did a fresh scenario analysis to decide what amount of costs 
ASPA ought to bear, and what we needed to fundraise for

■ reaffirmed our model that worked last year: B-3

Scenario C-5

department +  
ASI grant + 

donation → pay 
entrance, airfare, 
housing, meals 

and ground 
transportation for 

13 students



“The national conference is the best 
opportunity for students to connect with 
their professional community, immerse 
in an inspiring network of peers, and 
learn the best planning cases in the 
country.

APSA has historically done a great job 
organizing students for the conference, 
helping students make trips to the 
conference, and representing CPP at the 
conference. Thus, I fully trust that APSA 
will also do the same great job this year.

Given the efforts and representativeness, 
I strongly recommend ASI approve the 
grant that supports APSA and URP 
students’ trips to the national 
conference.”  

Do Kim
Chair, Urban & Regional 

Planning Department


